
During the week before Christmas, a second-hand store proprietor, known by all as the Greek, bitter from years of loss 
and sorrow, is confronted unexpectedly with his youth, and happier days. Meanwhile, a young, ambitious African-American 
has moved into one of the beautiful but long neglected homes around the corner from the Greek, and embarks upon an 
undertaking that will bring him inexorably into the Greek’s sad and circumscribed life. Intertwined with the telling of those two 
stories, the generational tale of the Sardinian immigrants who built those very homes unfolds, and reveals how their lives 
and the lives of their descendants directly and profoundly affected the Greek’s, in ways he may never know.

Say hello to Bernie, a one time jack-of-all trades who’s recently discovered he has a nose for the truth, and has just set up, 
perhaps unwisely, his own Private Detective Agency. Soon enough, the inexperienced and unlicensed investigator finds 
himself in over his head. He revisits his old neighborhood to help a ten-year-old find his missing mother, but before he knows 
it, he’s neck deep in pimps, call girls, suicide and a serial killer. It’s not what he signed on for, but between his promise to the 
boy and the pull of old loyalties, Bernie is determined to see it through, even if it costs him his life.

Nineteen poems from the author’s seminal sojourn through the Golden State as a young man. As one might expect, some 
of the pieces, one might argue many, bear the distinct marks of naiveté and self-pity. All however, spring from an emotional 
honesty and aesthetic sensibility that imbue them with a resonance that remains long after they are read. Herein are the 
expressions of a man searching, with little to no guidance, for the wellsprings of his being, and for the principles governing 
the world around him, doing so all the while with the intuitive drive to render every word as if it were a musical note, and 
every piece as if it were a song, to be appreciated as much for their aural harmonies as for their content, and for what little 
truth he was fortunate enough to uncover. 

Unorthodox and contrarian takes on subjects ranging from American foreign policy to writing to the salutary effect of spiders 
and trains. Coming soon . . .

What if Superman had really existed? What if he had walked among us? While the comic strips and TV shows and movies 
presented us with a public hero, what if he’d been a quiet soldier? He was after all an alien. What if he’d been recruited as 
an American spy during WWII, without his superiors being aware of the extent of his powers? What if his idea of what was 
good and necessary didn’t align with that of his country? Coming soon . . .

Meet Bernie, a foul-mouthed neighborhood barfly and would-be lothario on the wrong side of thirty, a retail store sales clerk 
that’s tried a little of everything to make a little money on the side and failed, miserably. Find out what happens when a pretty 
young woman hires him to find her birth mother, and drags him way over his head into a scheme that involves the Catholic 
Church, secret real estate deals, and the fate of two innocent women who may only have Bernie standing between them 
and the loss of everything they hold dear.

Bernie’s back. But where exactly? His former lover, now in jail for espionage, would like to know. The FBI, assuming he 
colluded with her, wants to know. Chances are the Neo-nazis whose paths he crossed along the way are curious as well. 
Only his former neighbor, to whom Bernie told his story, seems to have an inkling, but he’s only sharing as much as he has 
to. Follow Bernie from his sleepy hometown to Washington, DC, and from there on an international odyssey of intrigue and 
self-discovery, and unearth along with him some of the world’s secrets, and secret places.

One dozen brief forays into the imagination of a man who has, over his lifetime, lived in over a half-dozen U.S. cities, trav-
eled from Egypt to Italy to Austria, worked as a salesman, a landscaper, a printer, a photographer, a graphic designer and a 
private investigator; struggled with the inner demons of addiction and alcoholism, as well as with the social hurdles of racism 
and classism. Never completely comfortable in any of the worlds he’s found himself, he straddles them and studies them, 
always in search of the touchstones of humanity that bind us together.
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Bernie came of age during the height of the Viet Nam War, and lit out cross-country with an eye towards crossing the border 
if necessary. What happened during those years? Coming soon . . .
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